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x Sam. xii, 23. God forbid I ſhould fon ua the Lord 
in ceaſing to pray. 


Lake xi. 1. Lord, teach us to pray. 
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Quod fi ille 1 Chriſtus) qui fine ns peceato erat 
quanto magis peccatores oportet orare ? Et fi ille pe 
totam noctem jugiter vigilans continuis precibus ons 


bat; quanto nos magis in N oratione debe - 
mus nocte vigilare i 


Compoſ tum jus faſque animi, eee receſſus 
— & incoctum generoſo pettus honeſto: 
xc cedo, ut admoveam templis & farre litabo, 
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2 the Clory of Almighty GOD, the Author of 
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al Goodneſs and Truth, the beſt and ſureſt 
Friend ; To whom Guile, Fraud, Treachery 
aud Diſſimulation are an eternal Abhorrence ; 
With whom Probity, Virtue and plain Honeſty 
are ever in Favour, Honour and Eſteem : 


To the Ule and Service of every ho- 


neft and well diſpoſed Mind, theſe 
following Pages are with all Gra- 
titude and Submiſſion humbly in- 


ſcribed and dedicated by, 


J. T. SS. Theol. Stud. 


Edin. July 6, 
11 
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IH ROMANS, viii. 26. 
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l I. ;kewiſe the & pirit alſo helpeth our Infirmities : For we 
' know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought: But the. 

Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſſion for us with Gronings 
which cannot be uttered. 7 ALE 


E human Nature, conſidered in a State of 
Innocence, Integrity and Uprightneſs; is al- 
Fx 1 -- © 25 
together inſufficient for its own Happineſs, 


1 Condition dependent Beings; but, When 
Viewed in a State of Pe eneracy, univerſal Corruptiom 
and Depravit we are wretched above the Stretch of 


& Thought, and miſerable beyond the Force of Expreflion ;/ 
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Fa which, alas7 is ill worle, we miult for ever Lenne 
| worſe, wer 4 


il we duly refle&, that we are, even in that 
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15 untek Man can a & > 2.5 to the Capacity of 
his original Holineſs: But how this can be brought about 
890 Where, dictated to us, by the Lawgivers to States, 
+ ounders ot Empires, nor by.thofe who have beer ſti- 
Philofophers, and accounted the Sages of the World; 
nay, all our Hopes of being informed thereanent, by the 
belt laid Rules of Reaſon in out preſent Circumttaiwes, | 


entirely failing us, we mult of Neceſſity expect it from a 


Power ſuperior to all that is human, even from fuch a 
Power as can ſufficiently ev ideiſce itlelt divine. Now ta- 
= Pala 5 it at preſent for granted, that the Writings of the Old 
and New Teſtament do contain a Declaration from the 
divine Mint, "of theft Things we are to belicveEoncerr> 
Ing God, and the Duties he requires of us, it will of 
courſe: follow, that the akone, Method by which we can 
be again conveyed to the Purity, and ſo to the Dignity of 
our Mtures, is by the active and paſſibe Obedience of a 
Mediator 1nd Imetceffor between God art!” Man, with 
what follows thereupon; and it is highly requiſite to add 
© this, becauſe whatever Dottrines of ſpiritual Purity _ 
Saviour taught, however blameleſs he lived, and wh: 1 
ever Pains andThdignitics he ſuffered for us, yer all the 
Cat be of no fit nor. Advantage unto us, unleſs our 
Weakneſs be removed, and we excited to thar-which is 
good: Therefore our all-gracious and powerful Re- 
deemer, that he might not leave his Work imperfect, ſends 
his Holy Spirit (his Vicegerent here upon Earth) to ſup- 
ply the Want of his pe ofa Preſence, and to make an. 
Application of che Penefics of his Purchaſe, to alt i 8 
D his Grace: tincerely' :depend upon him; and that not 


i 2 SV e reſtraining from all actual Difobediench,,but by 


Anis ſacred Aſſiſtance and Influences, enco ng them 
gy that Which i * their Duty, and exceeds their Strength; | 
eFremirkable Intanee hereof our Apoſtle affords us 


in oy Words of our reading, Likewiſe ale 9 it alſo help- 
of hielt Words we 


Tol al therough Undetſtandips 


mut cat Sur Eye back to the preceeding Part of this E- 


+3 I 7 4 pili, imvhich we ſhall: find, that after our Apoſtle had 


It Doctrine of the Chriſtian 1nſt! tution, 4 
8 8 CNW of a Singer hat Ju- 
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ſtitied in the Sight of LE, having at fome Length 
ee and fully proven, that it could not be effected, ei- 
ther by our Compliance with the ceremonial] Law of Mo- 
es, nor yet by our Contormity to the moral Law, the 
Law of our Nature, becaule of the imperfec Obedience 
we pay thereunto; he at laſt condeſcends upon that 
- Which will do the Buſineſs, and aſſerts, that by Faith, 
and an humble Dependence on Jeſus, as the. Melia ES 
'Anointed of God, the alone Mediator hetixt.God,an 
Man, Salvation from Sin and Miſery, and an Admiſſion 
to Happineſs can only be obtained. After which our A- 
oſtle proceeds to deſcribe the bleſſed Fruits, and happy 
Conſequences of our Savibur's Mediation to the true 
Chriſtian, namely, That from thence he is freed from the 
heavy Curſe denounced againſt the Sinnex by: the M; 
from thence he is admitted into the divine Favour, adopt - 
ed into the heavenly Family, and brought into the Num- 
ber of the Children of God; and, from being intitled to 
an Intercit in the Purchaſe of Jeſus, hes ſanctified by his 
Spirit, and has the Holy Spirit for, his Monitor under all 
inward Troubles, and every outward PDiſtreſs and Afflir 


Rion,of Life, and for his gracious Aſſiſtant in ęyery Part 
of his Duty; for zhe Spirit helps his Infirmities, | 


- . * 


is As, would our Apoſtle ſay, The Holy Spirit of God 
nus t only grants unto us the ſolid and well grounded Hopes 
ds |: pf a bleſſed and glorious Reſurrection to eternal Honour 
p- and immortal Happineſs, whichfis the very Spring aud 
an. Fountain of that atience and Serenity with which we 


ho” are enducd,. while We are under Sufferings from the 
ot World, and which makes us contemn, nay, Faxog O 


by ver all the Indignities Men can poſſibly infſict upon us; 
m þ but, in like manner, the Holy Spirit aids the M ęakneſſes 


h; and Imperfectiong of our Nature in performing every Du- 
us ty that God requires of us, and, in a particular Manner, 
[p- When we make our Addreſſeg to him by Prayer, and know 
IE 70; what to pray for as we Zen he males Interceſſion, &c. 
: . : "FD 7 a * * 
we In which Words theſe Things ly obvious to our Con: 
En y v oil 3 
ad 1. We haye here an Account of the Weakneſs and In- Wi 


on, F ability of the good Man and piqus Chriſtian, in performs 
ju: ing theſe Duties which God requires at his Hand, partie 
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Prayer, he knows not what to pray for af he ought. * 
' 2. Our Apoſtle repreſents to us the bleſſed and happy 
Privilege that is conferr'd on the Chriſtian by our glori- 
ous Redeemer; he aftords him his powertul and gracious 
Aſſiſtance, z» help his Infirmities, and to make Iuterceſſiun 
for him with, &c. np Et, 
Now, by the Spirit cannot be underſtood the Spirit of 
2 Man, or any human Ability whatſoever; for though 
he Spirit of a Man will ſuſtain his Infirmity, though na- 
tural Courage and Reſolution, regulated by the wiſeſt 
Dictates of Fhiloſophy and Strength of Reaſon, may ren- 
der the moſt of Calamities and Diſtreſſes in human Lite 
eaſy, in compariſon of what they would be to him who is 
acted by a contrary Principle, namely, of Fear and Li- 
morouſneſs, for thoſe even in the beſt Circumitances 


cularly of his Ignoranee 8 Loa to the Duty of 


are lazy and unactiye, and therefore unſucceſsfut in Mat- 


ters of any Importance in Life, but when undet Diſtreſs 


and Oppreſſion, are mean, inſignificant, and cowardly 


Creatures, ſpiritleſs and good tor nothing; is withal, 
the Spirit of a Man, or a real Courage and Bravery of 
Mind, can never be faid to help together with us, (as it 
is here in the Text} it being a couſtituent Part or the Man, 
far !cfs to 1#tcrceed for as, when we know not what to fray 
for as we onght. I, 5 | | 
Neither by the Spirit can we here underſtand any ex- 
traordinary Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, which was beſtowed 


on the Prophets and Apoftles of our bleſſed Saviour, to 


enable them to eſtabliſh a divine Revelation in the World, 
for theſe extraordinary Gifts are now ccaſed, and our A- 
poſtle does here ſpeak of the Spirit's Aﬀiſtance, as a Pri- 
vilege promiſed leſs or more to every Chrittian in every 
Age of the Church. MS nd 5 5 
But, without ſtraining our Apoſtle's Expreſſion, we 
fall find, that the very tame Spirit, which is by him ſt l- 
ed the Spirit of Adoption, and who, by a peculiar Em- 
phaſis of Spëech, and Strength of Expreſſion, is here cal- 
ted the Spirit, and who, in the following Phrafe, is ſpo- 
ken of, as one who undertakes the kind Office of inter- 
ceeding for us, is undoubtedly. a Perſon, and none Jeſs 
than the Spirit of God, as Tuch, who by his NA 18 
182 f £43 + | , ; : SA of Influ- 
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Influences, helps our Infirmitics, that is, the Weakneſſes 
we are liable unto, either as to the outward Difficulties 
of Life, or as to the inward Temper and Diſpoſition of 
our Minds; he rectifies whatever is amiſs in the Princi- 
ple by which we are acted, or in the Practice and Con- 
duct of Life that proceeds therefrom; eſpecially he frees 


us from theſe Evils, that, by our natural Temper and 


Conſtitution, we are inclined unto. He delivers us from 
the Tyranny of our unruly Paſſions, from the Slavery of 
ourſturbulent and uncaſy. Aﬀections; and when we are 
under outward Oppreflion, and the baſe Deſigns of our 


4 3 he affords us Patience and Reſignati- 


n of Soul to the Will and Pleaſure of God, effectuall 
perſwading us, that, for wife and holy Puppoſes, God 
permits the Wicked to ſtudy and plot our Ruin, and that 
all the Evil they are permitted to do us, ſhall only tend to 


2 Correction and Chaſtiſement of us, for making us more 


humble; ſubmiſſive, and obedient to our Creator, but 
hall never prove to our real Hurt, or turn unto our Pu- 
8 -niſhinent.” = 5 . | 
But if we read this Word [zfirm:ity in the Singular, 
then it hath a ſpecial Reference to the Impotency of the 
Chriſtian in performing the Duty of Prayer; for we know 
not what we. ſhould pray for as we ought, either with Re- 
ſpect to theſe Things that are fit and proper for us to ask 
of God, or in what Way and Manner we ſhould make 
our Addreſſos to him: For though it be our Duty ta pra 
£& molt feryently for ſpiritual Bleffings, ſuch as F egi dene 
Of Sin, for Grace to rectify whatever is amiſs in Heart 
and Lite, for Grace to improve in Holineſs, and to per- 
ſevere therein to the End, that fo we may receive the End 
of our Faith, even the Salvation of our Souls; yet we 
are ready to be more in earneſt with Reſpe&t to temporal 
Favours, Health, Reputation, Friends, Food and Rai- 
ment, nay, a great Eſtate, vaſt Power and Authority, 
great and huge Honours, Pomp and Retinue; theſe ap- 
pear bigger in our Eye, ſo poor are our Abilities now in 
2 degenerate State, while Sin dwells in the beſt of us, 
that we can neither pray for Things that are fit for us, 
nor ask them in a Way and Manner as be acceptable un- 
0 God, without the Aſſiſtance of his Grace, and the In- 
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And though all the external Actions aſcribed to any 

- Perſon of the divine Nature, are common to cach, yet, 

in condeſcenſion to oor Capacitics, and our Manner of 
conceving of Things, they are diitinguiſhed in ſacred 
Writ by their reſpeetive Works and Operations; and 10 

we find chis of Inserceſſion is, in all Propricty and Strict- 

neſs of Spcech, aferibed to him who is the alone Media- 
tor betwixt God and Man, even the Man Chriſt Feſws; 
Jet, when here it is applied to the Holy Ghoſt, we arc 
not thereby to gonceive that he ſupplicates the Father up- 

On our Account; but, with this T' xt, taking into our 

View the ſcyeral Offices aſcribed to him in the holy Ora- 

cles, it can only import that he affords us his Aid and Aſ- 
ſiſtance, and thereby enables us to intercced for ourſelves, 

the not duly obſerving of which occaſioned that grievous 
Error in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity: Some, denying the 
Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt, concluded from this Text, 

that he muſt needs be a Creature, becauſe he is here re? 

. preſented as ſupplicating God, while the whole Delign of 

the Apoltle is tò intimate unto the Chriſtiaps at Rome, for 

their Comfort under all Sufferings, and to encourage 

them to Activity in every Chriſtian Duty, that as J 

Was their Advdcate and Interceſſor with the Father in 

Heaven, fo the Holy Spirit was an Advocate for Chriſt 

upo Earth, interceeding with thein to be reconciled to 

God; and 'therefore appeals to his and their Experi- 9 

ence, whether or not they were ſenſible of their Yeak- | I 

neſs in ſuffering and doing the WijI of God, and whc- g. 

ther or not they felt the gracious Aſſiſtance of the Spirit 

of God, as their Monitor and Comtorter under Diſtfeſs, 
and to the enabling them to the performing holy Duties, 

eſpecially when they addrefs God by Prayer; and that 
avith Gronings, &c: ſpoken either by way of Alluſion to 

an ancient Opinion, famely, That though vocal Prayer Wo 

Was inſtituted and fequired of Men by God, yet mental 

Prayer, where the Thought was nüt diſturbed nor inter- 

rupted by the Voice, as it is the moſt fimple Worſhip; 1o al 

therefore the moſt agreeable to the Nature of the uncom- 

ounded Being; and as it is from the Holy Spirit that ail 


he 
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„ KR pious Ejaculations are atforded, on that Account he may my 
be ſaid 2% 1#terceed for us with Gronmps which cannot be; | 


utered. And, by the Way, I cannot apprehend that this 
can atford aty Argument againſt vocal Prayer; for (al- 
thougn vocal Prayer in itſelt, without Concurrence of the; 
Mind, is infignihcant, and cannct deferve the Name of 
Prayer) yet it is {trange that Men ſhould be ſocial in eve- 
ry Thing excepting in worſhipping of God; and how they 
can be foctal ii the Worſhip of God, without Organs of 
% Svccch; and Exerciſe of the ſame, is a great Myſtery. | 
But ] rather take the Apolttc's Meaning to be, as had 
he ſaid, II ben our vehement Deſires t. auards God and eter- | 
nal Glory are unutteralle; when they paſs the Forte of Ex- +1 


* prefjion, and the Language of Mortal, to whom are theſe = 
> diwine Raptures, theſe heavenly Defires and exalted Devo- 3+ 
>» #1945 heuing, but to the Holy Spirit of God? In ſhort, the 8 


1 Senſe of the Apoſtle's Words and Reaſoning appears/to; _ & | 
& bctiis, The Holy Spirit of God, as he is the Author of 


Nature and Grace, .. it is from him that we have that 
Hope and Patience which we find ſo ſupporting to us un- 
der all our Afflickions, and it is from him we are bleſſed 5 
with Conſtaneꝶ and Perſeverance in our Duty, and that Fo 
we chcarfully fubmit to the divine Will, even at that — 
* Time when we deſire Releaſe from our Diſtreſſes. In EY 
Ake manner; when we know not what is fit and proper 1 
tor us to ask of God, as moſt agreeable to his holy and 2 
wiſe Deſigns, then, in thefe Circumſtances, or 5 1 
Spirit is our gragious Monitor and powerful Affiſtant, 7 


frequently affording us fuch good Motions, pious Sug- 44 

geſtions and holy Deſires, as many Times we cannot ex- 0 

# preſs in Words, Having thus at fome Lenggh;openged 

„ the Deſign of the Text, what I propoſe ro do from it fun- 

„ Weacr,. (God willing) mall be in the following Particulars , - 
I. 1 ſhalt briefly lay before you ſome Accgunt of the 


Nature of this Duty of Prayer, which is here ſuppoſed b 2 
er ur Apoſtte to be the Practice of every good Man ang 
tal real Chriſtian; and obviate theſe Objections, that by Inis, Eq 
er- els and profane Men, or that by idle and careleſs @hyi® . 1 
M6 =o ftians, in excuſe of their Negligence, may be offered aas "8 
m- gainſt it; and then, by ſome more direct Arguments, pr . 
ele abſolute Neceſſity of performing thereof: * „ 
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II. I ſhall inſtance, in ſome 9 theſe Things, wherein 
the Chriſtian's Weaknets and Unfitneſs for the Duty of 
Prayer does appear, that from thence it may be evident 
what the ſpecial Nature of that Aſſiſtance is which is af- 
forded him by the Holy Spirit of God in performing of 
this Duty: | | 
_ Laſtly; I ſhall endeavour to ſhow you what ofeful and 
wiſe Improvement we ſhould make of fo peculiar a Do- 
Frine of our holy Religion. Th. : 

I return then to the firſt of theſe, namely, To diſcourſe 
the Nature and Neceſſity of Prayer, as a Duty here, by our 


Apoſtle, ſuppoſed to be the Practice of all who have any (3 


Senfe ot God and Religion upon their Minds. 

Now Prayer conſidered in the general, is the making 
of a Suit or Requeſt by one Perſon unto another, and 
thereby the Petitioner fignifies his Submiſſion and Defe- 
rence unto that other as his Superior; and at the ſame 
time it muſt be ſuppoſed, that he demands not the Favour 
of him by Claim of Right; and as that which is due to 
him, but as a Benefit flowing from the free Bounty and 
Goodneſs of the Perſon to whom he makes his Addrefs 7 
fo that Prayer ever ſuppofes Weaknets in the Petitioner, 
and Power and Ability in the Perſon addreſt, to anſwer 
his Requeſts: But Prayer conſidered as a religious Duty, 
namely, as an Offering up of our Detires unto God, con- 
fiſts in our earneſtly intreating him for Relief from any 


Calamity or Diftrets we may be under, and for averting 


theſe Evils we can be any way liable unto, and that he 
would beftow thefe good Things upon ns which we can- 
not by our Power or Induſtry obtain. In ſhort, the Na- 
ture of the Chriſtian's Prayer, as ſtrictly diſtinguiſhed 
from any other Act of religious Worſhip, is an Invocati- 
on of the divine Majeſty, adoring him upon the Account 
of his great and glorious Perfections, joined with a Con- 
feſſion of Sin, Weakneſs and Infirmity, earneſtly requeſt- 
ing, that in and through a Mediator, (becauſe God ab- 
folutely conſidered in himſelf ig a conſuming Fire to all. 
the Workers of Iniquity) he would afford ns whatever is 
neceſſary for Soul or Body, Time or Eternity; together 


with an hearty Acknowledgment of the great, the many, 


and vatuable Bleffings he hath pleaſed to bleſs us with. 
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Nay, | 


Be 
Nay, the Chriſtian is required, by the Example of Szepher, 
to make his immediate Addrets by Prayer to 'Feſzs as his 
Saviour, (with a Lord Feſus recerve my Sprriz;) and that 
in ſuch a way and manner, with ſuch a devour Temper, 
aud pious Diſpolition of Soul, as can only proceed from 
the divine Aid of the Spirit of God; for it is He that not 
only points out to us what we are to believe or do, but 
what we are to pray for: And as we can do nothing taat 
is good, in all theſe Circumſtances which accompany or 
flow from regenerating Grace, unlets aſſiſted by the Spi- 
rit of God, ſo we haye likewiſe no Reaſon to expect his 
Aſſiſtance unlefs, we pray for it. 1 
But 1 am effectually perſuaded, (my dear Chriſtians) 
that it is not ſo neceſſary to inſtruct Men in their Duty as 
to engage thein to the Practice of it. None of us gene- 
rally wno live in this Chriſtian Country are fo dull and 
ſtupid, that for want of Underitanding (or for want at 
leaſt, of the Means of Knowledge) we neglect our Duty; 
but the Cauſe of our Negligence is rather the Reluctance 
we have unto it, aud Obltinacy againſt it, or want of 
Walls 1 | | 
I ſhall therefore at preſent, inſtead of further diſcour- 
ſing on the Nature of Prayer, conſider theſe Objections 
that are offered by profane and vicious Men againſt the 
performing of this Duty, and ſhall endeavour to obviate 
the fame, and enforce the Practice thereof on you and 
F me by proper Arguments. OL 1 T0. 
By ſeveral Sects of Infidels, and thoſe who pretend to 
adhere unto their Schemes, it is afferted, (particularly 
by the Szozcks of old, and by ſome among us of late) 
That all Things were made and are governed by an uni- 
verſal Fate and Neceflity ; nay, that the ſupreme Bein 
is not exeem'd theretrom ; that is, He exiſts, and is acte 
by a phyſical Neceſſity; ſo that the World is a neceſſary 
Product of the divint Nature: And thence they infer, 
that if this be the Caſe, that all Things are under the Go- 
eee of Dettiny, then Prayer:is uſeleſs and inſignifi- 
Enn. yn od rf e 20a SID 
On the other hand, it is objected by à no leſs dull Seck 
of Philoſophers, (the Epicureaus by name,) That all things 
have had Exiſtence andi are 1 by Chance; that e- 
11 8 | „ very 
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very Thing falls out fortuitouſly; that is, that all Events 
are Without a Cauſe : And from this they conclude, that 
Prayer is in vain, ſeeing Chance is the univerſal Gover- 
nor. £62. 


Now *tis eaſy to obſerve from whence theſe Objecti-.. 


ons do ſpring : The Philoſophers: who would not have 
been thought ignorant of any thing, when ever they were 


puzzled about ſome Effects and Events, they ran to the 


Doctrine of Neceſſity and Fate, of Chance or of For- 
_ or occult Qualities, as their Sanctuary and Re- 
uge. | | 2 

But to anſwer theſe their Objections, the only Thing 
that I can think incumbent upon me is to refute the Prin- 
ciples upon which they are founded; and by the by, it is 
worthy to be obſerved, that if theſe can be any proper 
Objections againſt Prayer, they mult be fo alſo againſt 
every religious Duty, nay, againſt the Principles and Pre- 
cepts of any Religion that ever yet has appeared in the 
World, or been profeſſed by Men. | 


Now that Fate, univerſal Fate and inexorable Neceſ- 


fity; can neither be the Author nor Governor of the Uni- 
verſe, is evident from the Abſurditics that would follow 
upon the. Suppoſition. For if this Suppoſition was grant- 


ed, how could we account for the different Appearances. 


of Things? In this Cafe all Things would continue ever 


to be in the ſame Condition; and this we find contrary - | 
to the univerſal Experience of Mankind, and no miracu- 


tous. Operation conld poflibly be brought about. And 


yet; if there is any Truth in Hiſtory civil or ſacred, the 


World has many times. had very different Appearances : 
The Sun has not only ſtood ſtill, but gone backward ; 
Fire hath ſometime parted with its devouring Quality, 


and Men have walked in that outrageous and mercileſs 
Element as in the gentle Air. In other Periods of time, the 


Sun has darkned, theRocks have rent aſunder, the Graves 


have opened and given up their Dead, Men putrified, nay- 


crumbled into Duſt, have been again reſtored to Life. 


— Theſe things being true, if there be any Truth either in the 
Roman Annals or 1 how could theſe Events 
Neceſſity, which muſt ever 


be ſuppoſed to act according to one Order, Method and 


be brought about by Fate and 


6 But 
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4 praying to God, that it is the greateſt Encouragement we 
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But 20h, if it be ſuppoſed, that the ſupreme Being is 
under a phyſical Neceflity of acting, or, which is the 
fame thing, that God, for Example in his Work of Crea- 
tion, hath given Exiſtence to all Poſſibilities, ſo that he 
could not have created one Pile of Graſs, one Star, one 
Man moe or fewer than what he hath done. 155 

To this it may be asked, What can lay ſuch an Obli- 
gation upon God? It farely cannot proceed from any ex- 
ternal Cauſe, becauſe there is none prior to him, elſe he 
could not be God; nor can it flow from the Perfections 
of his Nature, for this is one of the very principal of 'em, 
even his Free-will, without which all his other Perfecti- 
ons would ceaſe to be; for without Liberty and Choice, 
his Goodneſs and Juſtice deſerve not the Name, there 
being no moral Virtue in that which is the Effect of 
Force and Neceſſity; nay, his Power, according to the 
ſaid Suppoſition, would be paſſive and acted upon, and 


. therefore Weakneſs and not Power. Again, if we could 


rant that the World is a neceſſary Produce of the divine 
ature, it muſt exiſt, and that too in the very ſame Form 
as well as its Cauſe; and ſo in all Propriety of Speech 
may be ſaid neither to have had a Beginning, nor been 0+ 
therwiſe than what it is at this Time, nor can have an 
End; which, according to the Principles of Philoſophy, 
the Hiſtory of Nations, and even to our own Experience, 


being the higheſt Abſurdity imaginable, we muſt of ne- 
. ceflity. conclude, that an Objection againſt Prayer from 
this Principle muſt be equally ridiculous. v3 


Having then, I hope, ſhown that Almighty God is the 


maoſt free Agent; yet this Principle is no Way inconſiſt- 
ent with his being under a moral Neceſſity to do always 
according to the beſt, according to infinite Wiſdom, and 
ſs. the perfect Rectitude of his Nature and Will; (thus good 


Angels and good Men cannot with their Knowledge and 
Will do Evil as long as they continue in a good Diſpoſi- 
tion) and this is ſo far from being an Argument againſt 


can poſſibly have to this Duty: For is He infinitely per- 
fe, powerful, knowing and wiſe, good and gracious, 
and cannot act in a Contradiction to the Perfections of 


his Nature? Then this is nnn 
410 | 2 = | We 
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we could wiſh, tor having our Requeſts heard, and a. fa- | 
vourable Return given them. 'I'his very ſame Argument 
Our Saviour ufes to excite Men to. the Practice of. this 
Duty; What Alan (ſuys he), is there of vor, whom if his 
Sim i5k Bread, will he give bim a iStone * Or if he ack a 
F:ijh, will he give him a Serpent? If ye then beiag evil, 
know how to give guod Gifts nfo your Childrea, how much 
more jhall your Father which is in [Jeaven give gon Things | 
zo them that ast him* Thus (by an Argument trom the 
leſs to the greater) our Saviour ſhows, that it we can 
place ſo great Confidence in the Goodneſs of our carthly 
arents, Who are niggardly and illiberal, poor, indigent; 
weak and feeble Mortals, if they ſometimes do trankly | 
beſtow what they judge convenient for their Children 


1 though frequently, trom Paſſion and ill Nature, arc biat- 
i | led to ſuch a Degree as chate them without any. Reaſon ; 
Tt Muſt not God, who is infinitely better than Men, infinite 
{i in Knowledge, and therefore can beſt chuſe tor tnem; in- 
1 finite in Power, and can do all that is for their Good? 


Sceing he is ſelt- ſufficient, and can never impoveriffi 
himſelt, by beſtowing largely on his Children, 1b he is 
{trictly faithful to his Promiſes; and his Mercy being over 
all his other Works, he will: undoubtedly grant his Fa- 
1.% vours in the way he hath appointed: Aud this is it that 
11 we pray unto him, if we would hope or expect any Fa- 
11 vour from him. | 7 5 = wt wud 
But now we come to conſider that Objection that is 1 
taken from Chance; an Effect. without a Cauſe: And! 
preſume that the very propoſing thereof is ſufficient to ob- 
viate the ſame to the Underſtanding of any wiſe Manz 
for we can calily appeal to the whole-World, if there has. 
been any Mlortal ſo mad as to pretend, that the Materials 
of a beautiful Building or ſtately Edifice could came to- 
gether by Chance, or that the Letters of the Alphabot 
could fo luckily jump together as to make up a fine Poenii 
or a finiſhed piece of Oratory, Has it not ever been al- 
lowed, that Skill, Art and Contrivance has been requi- 
red to bring about theſe Things? And can it be thought 
that the glorious Fabrick of the Univerſe could ver 
exiſt, or be governed by lazy, thoughtleſs and unactive 
Chance? Who can behold the Beauty, Order and Pro- 
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portion of every Ex 0 both to thoſe of its kind, and 
to the other Ranks of Beings, and cannot own that all are 
made in Number, Weight and Meaſure; or with the in- 
ſpired Writer, ſay, that he Heavens declare the Gliry of 
God, &c. or With the ſaine Prophet and Kii, be raiſed 
to ſuch an high Wonder, as expreſs him with a How ma- 
nifold are thy Works, O God | in li iſdim haſt thou made 
them all. O bleſſed God! what innumerable Linea- 
ments, Stroaks' and Signatures of thy infinite Witdom 
and thy almignty Power are to be beheld in every Part of 
this Univerſe, of which thou art the Author, and 1n eve- 
ry Creature with which this World is ſtored, both in the 
Make and Government of it ; and as there 1s nothing 
that can be fully accounted for from natural Cauſes, fo 
all mult be ultimately reſolved into the Will, the Fower, 
and Wiſdom of thee our inviſible Creator. Thus far 
ny dear Chriſtians) are the Words of our Saviour lite- 
rally true, that even the Hazrs of our Head are all number- 
ed, and that not one of them can fall to the Ground 
without the Care of him who made and does govern the 


_ Univerſe; which muſt be a mighty and powerful Argu- 


ment for us to pay Homage and Reſpect unto him. But, 
2a, We are to conſider an Objection by one Sect of 
Chriſtians againſt another, and it is this: Why, ſay they, 
granting God to be a free Agent, yet if he hath abſolute- 


ly and unconditionally decreed and predetermined what- 
ſoever comes to paſs in Time and to Eternity; and ſee- 
ing his Counſel ſtandeth ſure, aud that he duth all his 
Pleaſure; nay, ſeeing his Nature is #nchangeable, and 


without ſhadow of turning, the ſame to day, yeſterday, 
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1 neither of theſe rinciples are true: For from Experience 


a and for ever 5 How can it then be that Prayer, or any other 


Means, can be of Uſe to us, ſince Man, on this Suppo- 


+ fition, ccaſcs to be a free Agent; for if he is predeſtinate 


to Happineſs, he will be happy whether he pray or not? 


Nov having repreſented this ObjeCtion as far as Lam 
capable, in its greateſt Light and fulleſt Force, I think it 
may be obviated, by conſidering, that though there is no 
+ ſmall Difficulty in reconciling the free Will, z. e. the na- 


tural Liberty of Thought in Man with the abſolute De- 
cree of God ; yet this can never be an Argument, that 


WE 


64 
xe are ſenſibly perſuaded, that though the Body of Man 


be a mere Machine, yet it is acted upon by an immaterial { 


Exiſtence, and from thence is endued with voluntary 
Motion, and a Power of diſcerning betwixt Right and 
Wrong. While on the other hand, from the natural No- 
tions we have of God, we mult allow that if he hath de- 
creed any thing at all, he mult have done it in an abſolute 


Way and Manner, elſe it could not have any thing or 


the Nature, and conſequently” could not deſerve the 
Name of a Divine Decree; for it is impoſſible to have a- 
ny Idea of the eternal aud actual Foreknowledge that 
God hath of Futurities, unleſs we allo acknowledge that 
he wills, . e. predeſtinates or predetermines, and that 
without any Condition theſe Futurities to exiſt. But the 
great Miſtake on which this Objection is founded is this, 
namely, That the. Decree of God hath ſuch an Influence 
upon a Max's Will, as that the Decree does force him 
to Action. Now this. is highly abſurd ; for if the Decree 
had ſuch an Influence, then of conſequence we could 
neither be capable of Virtue nor Vice : Yet that which 
makes a Man's Actions either good or bad, is his chuſing 
or refuſing to comply with a known Rule; and it is 
granted on all hands, that the Decree f God is by no 
ne aus any Rule of our Duty, becauſe it is hid from us; 
but the Command of God is the alone Meaſure of our 
Duty, and he hath commanded nothing more clearly and 
expreſly, than that we ſhould pray to him, and own him 
aS Our Superior and our Lord, if we would have any In- 
tereſt in him, or Benefit by him; and has alſo fully aſſu - 
red us, that when we take Pleaſure in this Duty, and 
can ſay that we feel the bleſſed Influence. it hath on our 
Heart and Life, that we daily come to be more ſubmiſ- 
five ta the Will of God, more obſequious to his holy 
Pleaſure both in doing and ſuffering for his ſake, more 
honeſt, faithful and merciful to our fellow Creatures: 
This is the moſt ſignal Evidence that God wills, or 
N is the ſame thing) hath decreed us to immortal 

lory., 4 3 5 211 9117 12 The! $037 11 it 
- 3, 4A 34 Objection is taken from the Omniſcience of 
God; and the Objector Jays his Argument thus, Why 
(ſays he) ſhould we pray, ſecing God ſtands not in _ 
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of Information; for as: he 1 infinite and boundleſs in 
Knowledge, ſo he not only perfectly knows what is fit 
for us before we ask, but he will do what he ſees fit and 
proper to be done. | | | 
In Anſwer to which, we allow that this Repreſenta- 
tion of the infinite Knowledge of God is undoubtedly 
| juſt, yet is no Argument againſt Prayer. It is indeed fil- 
ly, nay horrid, to apprehend that Prayer is required of us 
for this Purpoſe, namely, to relate a Story to the Al- 
mighty of which he was formerly ignorant. No, Prayer 
cannot in this View be enjoined us as a Duty: But the 
End and Deſign. for which it is recommended to us is, 
' becauſe it is the beſt Means to work in us a Senſe of Sin 
and Hope of Mercy, the beſt of Means to fit and quality 
us for the receiving of theſe Things which we ſupplicate 
God for; and therefore without Performance of this Du- 
ty, he hath promiſed no ſpecial Bleſſings to Men, nay, 
\- hath fo neceſſarily connected this Mean with its End, 
that though in itſelf it hath no natural Virtue to produce 
any great Effect, yet he hath. aſſured us that no bleſſed 
Effect can be expected or looked for without being ſo 
employed. Thus Prayer is to the Chriſtian what the 
Waters of Jurdan were to Naaman in the euring him of 
his Leproſy; for it was not the dipping of himſelf ſeven 
times in the Waters that could of itſelf effect ſo great a 
Cure, therefore Naaman replied with Indignation, Are 
not Abana and Pharpar, Rivers of Damaſcus, berter then 
Ne # all the Matera of Iſrael? May I nut waſh in them and be 
u- + clean? Intimating to us, that he and others knew no more 
id natural Virtue in the. one than in the other för bringin 
ur. about ſo great an Effect. And his Servants ſeem to be © 
not fo very different a way of thinking from their Maſter, 
when they ſoberly adviſe him, If the Prophet had bid thee 
re 4 ſome. great Thing, wonld/# thou nut hade done it? how 
S: nuch rather then, when he ſaitiy to thee Wah and be clean ? 
or Nay, from the whole Hiſtory of this Cure taken together, 
we cannot ſee how it could be airy miraeulous Operati- 
on, if there was ſuch a natural Virtue in theſe Waters as 
of procure it. This I KH¹ow is contrary to the Opinion of 
Pp theſe who lay Schemes of their 6wn for defending” of 
r þ, Ciriſtianity, ſuch 48, Thar nis poſtive Precept was ever- 
EE | given 
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given of God but what hath in it a natural Virtue, Power 
and Tendency to the Good of Mankind. But if we 
would defend our Religion, it is beſt to do it by Argu- 
ments from itſelf; for we ſhould not lie even ſor God. This, 
inſtead of doing Service to the Faith, gives an Handle 


to the Enemies thereof to lampoon and ridicule it, and 


think it ſtands in need of mean Arts to ſupport it. Thus 


Prayer, I ſay, tho? it hath no natural Virtue in it adequate 
or proportioned for the procuring of. ſpecial and ſpiritual 
Favours unto us; yet it does ſo, becauſe appointed of the 
all-wiſe and all-powerful God, as that Mean which fits 


and qualities us for the receiving of them: In the Exer- 
Cite of this Duty it is we receive great and bcautiful 


Views of the divine Perfections, ſuch as engage us to i- 
mitate him iu all theſe Tuings wherein he can be imita- 

ted by us, there it is that we ſee every Perfection of the 
divine Nature ſuited to all the Circumſtances and Indi- 


gencies that poſſibly we can be liable to: In Prayer it is 


that every religious Truth is awaken'd in us and preſent- 


ed to our Thoughts; there we cannot miſs to behold the 
Holineſs of our Almighty Maker, to deter us from the 
Vileneſs and Deformity of Sin: In Prayer, his Wiſdom 
is repreſented to us to ſet before us our Ignorance: His 
Almighty Power to ſhow us our Weakneis, and that he 


is all-ſufacient to ſupply our Wants; and our Perſeve- 
rance in the Practice of this Duty will be a powerful 


Means to terrify us from every thing that we cannot with 


Confidence crave the divine Aſſiſtance to enable us to 


the Performance of. But, h 
4thly, By others there is an Objection raiſed againſt 

Prayer, from the Conduct of divine Providence in the 

Government of human Affairs in this World: Why (ſay 


they) thoſe who are accounted pious and good Men, and 
who apply themſelves to this Duty, arc liable to as great 


Difficulties as others, who even neglect or contemn it; 
and from thence we may very eaſily ſec how vain a thing 
it is to be engaged in the Practice. | 5 
In Anſwer to which, it is proper to ask the Queſtion, 
Whether or not can we make ſo tolerable a Judgment of 
Men, as that therein we cannot be deceived? Do we 
know who are ſincerely good or bad Men? Or are we 
Propet 


) | 
proper Judges of the Treatment every good Man ould 
meet With in this Life while he is in a State of Trial and 
Probation ? Do we know what is beit for him? Can we 
tell, whether Pain of Body, or being reduced to a low 
Eſtate and Fortune by violent Opprellors, or to be baited 
in his Character and Reputation, by Slandeters and Ca- 
lumniators, be nvt better for him than the quite contrary 
Circumitances? Of theſe things we are ignorant. In theſe 


Matters, as in all others, God is the bett Judge, And it 
is highly impertinent for us even to go along with the 
- Diſciples of our Saviour in that Queſtion to their Maſter, 
Abo did ſin, this Man, or his Parents, that he was born 
blind? The fame Anſwer is ſuitable to any of fuch an 
- > inquiſitive Difpotition with reſpect to the Conduct of Al- 


mighty God in the Government of the World; Neither 
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Hhath this Man ſin ned,; mor his Parents, (ſays our Sa- 
viour) but that the Ii orks of God ſhould be made manifeſt 
i him. An Anſwer to this Queſtion we have alſo from 
© our Saviour by the Hands of another Evangeliſt; There 


were preſent at that Seaſon, ſome that told him of the Gali- 


_ leans, whoſe Blood Pilate had mingled with their Sacrifices. 
And Feſus anſwering, ſaid unto them, Suppoſe ye that theſe 
Ceralileaus were Sinners above all the Galileans, becauſe they 
© ſaffered ſuch things? I tell you; Nay: but except ye repent; 
ve ſhall all likewiſe periſh, Or thyſe eigbteen, upon whone 
\ "he Tower in Siloama fell, and flew them, think ye that they 
were Sinners above all Men that dwelt in Feruſalem? I teil 
"you, Nay: but except ye 2 '# ſhall all ikewiſe periſh. 
4 


5ibly, It is alſo objected, t no Datics are incum- 


bent upon us, but ſuch as will; in an immediate Manner, 

oblige us to imitate our Almighty Maker as the perfect 

Pattern of them, and in this ot Prayer he can be no Ex- 

umple to us; theretore it can be no Duty required of him 
Tr01M us. | 


To which the Anſwer is obvious; namely, That it is 


one of the groſſeſt Miſtakes we can poſſibly run into; td 
apprehend that nothing can be a Duty. obligatory on us, 
but fuch in which we are called to imitate Almighty 


God; for this Objection ariſes from our Igligrancę and 


Want of reflecting on the Relation of Things: For God- 
eannot be an Example to us of Chaſtity and Femperancey. 


becauſe 
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becauſe he is a pure Spirit; nor of Prayer, becaufe he 
hath no Superior to make his Addreſs to: Yet theſe are 


Duties incumbent on us, if we conſider the Relation we 
bear to God as we are his Creatures and he our Gover- 
nor, enjoining us fuch Laws, we cannot, without the 
greateſt Impudence againſt Heaven, diſobey, feeing com- 
manded of God, and ſo fuitable to our Natures, to our 
preſent Circumſtances, and to our Happineſs for ever. . 

Thus J have endeavoured to obviate the moſt of theſe 


Objeetions that I could obſerve have been offered againſt 


the performing of this Duty: But 1 believe I might have 
been much ſhorter in the Contutation of them, becauſe I 


Prayer becauſe they think Prayer troubleſome to God, 
but becauſe it is ſo to themſelves, becauſe they can ſee 
no way of performing this Duty in a Conſiſtency with 
their baſe Deſigns and wicked Practices: They bluth 


and are aſhamed to pray for the ſacred Influences of the 
Spirit of God to retrain them from theſe Vices which 
they have never any Delign to forſake and abandon it puts 
them out of Countenance to think of praying. for God's 


Grace to aſſiſt them to the performing of theſe Duties 
which they had never Heart nor Will to, and which they 
could wifh were —_ required of them. 

But before I leave this Foint on which TI have been diſ- 
courfing, I hope it will not be thought an improper Di- 
greſſion that I anſwer an Objection that is too too fre- 


quently made againſt that heavenly and divinely inſpired 


Prayer, commonly; and with gcod Reaton, ſtiled the 


apprehend that Men do not form Objections againſt 


Lord's Prayer: The Objettion that is made againſt it is, 


That ir is a great Fault to uſe ir now in the more know- | 
ing Ages of the Chriſtian Church ; at leaſt, it is a Fault 


to uſe it as a Form of Prayer. 


Fo which F anſwer, Fhat the Heſtminſter Divines, to 


whoſe Creed and Catechiſm the Presbyterian Divines in 


Scotland have in all times given their moſt folemn Appro- + 


bation, are of a very different Opinion; for in Anſwer to 
that Queſtion of the ſaid Catechiſm, I hat Rule hath God 
given ws for our Direction in Prayer ? Fhe Anſwer is, 
That not only the whole Word of God is of Uſe to direct ns 


therem, bat that the. ſpecial Rule of Direction is that Form 
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of Prayer which Chriſt M: 3 — And they 
quote for their Authority the Words of our Saviour in 
his Addreſs to his Diſciples, When ye pray, ſay, Our Fa- 
ther which art in Heaven, &c; So that thoſe who are of 
different Communions from Presbyterians, and who re- 
preſent them as ſuch who contemn or ſpeak ſlightly 
thercot, are without Queſtion ignorant of the Principles 
that Presbyterians profeſs, or elſe through ill Nature 
would incline to have them ſuch as they .would wiſh. 
it is true, that thoſe who are ſtil'd Autinomians maintain, 
that the Lord's Prayer (as they ſay) is legal, and not to 
be uſed by Chriſtians; But this was never the Doctrine 
of the Presbyterian Communion in Scotland; tho? with» 
all Presbyterians never indeed do think, that the Lord's 
Prayer is to be uſed as a Charm, or that the repeating 
thercot's meritorious, eſpecially if inan unknown 1 


| . Thoſe who pretend to be Presbyterians, and are ſo 


ſenſelets and ſtupid as negle&t to uſe this Prayer, are 
phoſe who are entirely ignorant of the Nature of it, (being 
bigotted to a Party, and led by a Prieſt ;) for all the Rea- 
ſon they ofdinarily produce for their Conduct is, That it 
7s uſed by thoſe of a different Denomination from themſelves; 
and that is the Reaſon why the Doxology (ſay they) ſhould 
alſo be had in no great Repute. 


* 


But a better Reaſon, I preſume, might be advanced 


why this Prayer meets with no favourable Entertainment 


from them, and that is, becauſe it is not for them, they 
are as little for it: Some Petitions in it appear every way 
unſavoury to their Taſte, and unſuitable to their Temper 
and Diſpoſition: They perhaps are laſh'd with the very 
Thoughts of it, that they ſhould addreſs God for Repen- 
tance and Forgiveneſs to their Enemics ; while all their 
Hearts Deſire is, that they had only but a fair Opportuni- 
ty to execute their Reyenge upon them. 7 

But to come more cloſe to what I propoſed, I am now - 
by ſome more Tape, and direct Arguments to prove the 


3 abſolute Neceſſity of performing the Duty of Prayer. And 
= The Firſt that I ſhall make ule of for this purpoſe ſhall 


elf. | 
For this end, Jet us e that as God is our Crea: 


be taken from the very Nature and Reaſon of the thing it: 
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tor and Governor, ſo that ſrom that very relation that wa 
tand in to him as his reaſonable C reatures, we are bound 
in Duty to pray unto him. It is by him we are enducd 
with Fowers and Faculties, in the due Exerciſe of which 
we can behold the Lineaments of infinite Wiſdom and 
Power in every part of the Univerſe around us: And ror 
what Delign were theſe Powers beſtowed upon us but to 
be bleſſed in the Contemplation of the divine Pertections ? 
And from thence daily pay Reſpe& and Veneration to 
him, who defends us from an infinite Viciſſitude of Evils, 
to which Our Natures are liable, and which we can nei- 
ther foreſee nor prevent, and WhO generouſly beſtows 
vpon us whatever is good and beneficial, Thus not on- 
M are we bound to pray in point of Duty, but in point of 
Gratitude; elſe theſe things we continually receive trom 
God mult be of very ſmall Moment, theſe things which 
we want of very little Advantage to us, (though we were 
poſſeſſed of them) if for the one he deſerves not Thanks, 
and if the other is not worth the asking. The Hcathens 


Of old were of a ouite different Sentiment; : nay, they ne- 


ver attempted any thing of Moment without calling for 
the Afſiſtance of heir Gods. It is not the Diſciples of 
Our Saviour only that ſet us the Example, who in great 
Diſtreſs accolt him with a Lord ſave us, we periſh! but 
the Heathen Mariacrs apply to their Gods under their 


Calamity with as great Importunity. Men of every Na- 


tion, Country and Religion ever have eſtecined Prayer 
their great wy and their laſt Effort under Difficulties 
and Diſaſters, however unconcerned they were anent it 
in their proſperous Circumſtances: And no wonder, for 
every Man's Reaſon and Experience teaches him that he 
is a dependent Being; and as he is a reaſonable Creature, 
ought to pay Homage unto his great Author and bounti- 


ful Benefactor : Even Adum, in a State of Integrity and 


Innocence, was bound to be "exerciſed in one ſpecial par: 
of Prayer unto'God ; and although he could not crave 

Pardon for his Sins, nor intreat him for a Supply or 
his Wants, yet withall he was bound by the Dietates 
of Nature to thank God: for his generous Bounty and 
Goodneſs which he daily experienced: Mith how much 
more nc ought Ve to apply our ſelves to chis Duty, 


who | 


annoy ; 


NI 


1 who have ſo many Evils to deprecate, ſo many Wants te 

d jupply, who are poſſeſs'd of fo great Privileges and Favours, 3 
N and called to ſo glorious Hopes: Nay, to ask what we want 1 
*h from our Superior who has been kind and favourable un- 
id to us, is that which not only Gratitude does require, but it 

Ir 85 is a Debt, I ſay, which Nature hath laid upon us, with- 

to cout which we cannot expect our Grievances to be redreſr 

;> IF fed, or our Troubles removed: This is what a Prince 

oO | expects from his Subjects, a Maſter from a Servant, and 

„ PF; a Parent froma Child; and 'tis {trange we ſhould think 

i- our ſelves diſcharged of ſuch an Obligation to the Al- 


's , mighty. Eſpecially when, 3 
1- | 24lv, By an expreſs Declaration of his Will, he de- 


of mands it at our Hands; elſe what ſhall we underſtand by 


m __ theſe Phraſes in the ſacred Writings, where we are 
1 commanded to pray always, with all Prayer and Supplica- 
1 _ #10n; to pray without ceaſing; to watch and pray that we 
S, | enter not inio Temptation; and there is no Promiſe made 
ns to ah in the ſacred Oracles, of any ſpecial Favour with 
e- - out performing of this Duty, Thus when God had by 
or bis Prophet promiſed to the unregenerate and idolatrous 
of , Fezws, that ne will give them a neu Heart, and put his 
at | Opirit within them, and cauſe them to walk in his Statutes 
ut end Judgments to do them, he immediately adds, yet for 
ir | all theſe thiags he would be enquired of by the Houſe of 
a-  {ſrael, to do it for them. Thus every Man in whatever 
er _ Circumſtance, whether a Saint or a Sinner, is command- 
es ed to pray, even thoſe who haye not the ſpecial Influen- 
it Les ot the Spirit of God; and no wonder, for as good 
or + Men will not habitually neglett, far lets deſpiſe this Pu- 
he ty, fo none can more need to be employed in the Practice 
re, thereof than he who is under the Power and Dominion 
ti= of the evi one, under the Tyranny of his own unrul 


nd Paſſions and turbulent Affections. Hence it is that the 

art Apoſtle Peter tells Simon Magus, when he deſir'd to pur- 

ve Chaſe the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt with his Money, that 

of his Heart was not right with God, but was in the Gall of 

cs Bitterneſs and Bond of Iniquity; and therefore he intreat- 

nd ed him to repent thereof, and ray God, if perhaps the 

ch | Thoughts of his Heart might be dee. him. It is indeed 

ty, true that the Prayer of 'the wicked, the P rayer of thoſe 7 
C . who 1 
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who xeſolve to continue in a State of Wickedneſs, 7s az 
Abominat ion to the Lord; nay, even good Mens Prayers 
are rejected of God, if they entertain a ſecret Love to 
Sin; tor ſays the holy P/alm/t, If I regard Iniquity tn my 
Heart, tbe Lord will abt hear me. All which point our 
to us, that in whatever Circumſtances we are, it is our 


unqueſtionable Duty to pray to our Almighty Sovereign, 


if we would expect auy ſpecial Favour from him, and in 
the Performance thereof we ſhould have a particular De- 
ee 8 upon his Grace, and Influences of his Spirit to 
enable us therein, ſeeing, without his gracious Afliſtance, 
no Prayer can be accepted of God. Which brings me to 
the Second Thing which I propoſed to diſcourſe, namely, 
To inſtance in ſome of theſe things wherein the Chri- 


ſtian's Weakneſs and Unfitneſs for the Duty of Prayer 
does appcar 


that from thence it may be evident what the 
Nature of that Aſſiſtance is which is conferred on him by 
the Holy Spirit of God in performing of this Duty. 
And in order thereto, I ſhall endeayour , to make 
it evident that there is ſuct: a thing as the Operation of the 


Spirit of God on the Squls of Men, and 1 hope ſhall be 


enabled to prove, that it is not a blind Opinion, the Dream 
of a ſick Brain, an idle, extravagant or groundleſs Fancy, 
nor enthuſiaſtical Pretence, 5 

And to this purpoſe, let us in the fir place enquire by 


can have thereof, either civil, or thoſe which Chriſtians ac- 
count ſacred, it is univerſally confeiled it was neither pro- 
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what Means Chriſtianity came to be eltabliſhed in the | | 
World, and by what Inſtruments; and by all Hiſtories we 


Pogate by the powerful nor by the great, by Force of Arms, F 


to ſubmit to their ſuperior Judgments, nor had they an 
Univerſity Education, nor were they bred at the Bar, and 


therefore could not. overpower the Multitude by their 


ſtudied and elaborate Oratory ; yet notwithſtanding all 


the Oppoſition Chriſtianity met with, either from the 


Jett, who entertained ſuch big Notions of their Mefftah 


whom they expected to be a powerful Potentate and 
» » ; 4 1 3 f x ; temporal 1 A 


nor by Fraud or Guile, bythe Learning ot the Philoſopher, 
nor by the Power of the Emperor, but by poor, mean and 
illiterate Fiſhermen, who had no Treaſures to bribe Na- 
tions into their. Party, nor Strength of Arm to force them 


| 23 ) RR 
ers temporal Monarch, who would reduce the Nations to 
to his Government, and ſway the Sceptre over them; which 
my Notion had entred even too much into the Minds of the 
our Diſciples, after wards his Apoſtles, that (through the Pre- 
dur judices of their Education) they could hardly digett the 
gn, mean Appearance of their Matter during the whole oft his 
Pin Abode upon Earth: nay, after his Reſurrection, when it 
De Vas told them by Mury Magdalene, and others, that were 
tro with her at the Sepulchre, that he was riſen; until they 
got further Evidence thercot, the Evangeliſt tells us, that 
t the Story ſeemed to them as an idle Tale, and they believed 
them not. On the other hand; notwithſtanding the Op- 
: _ poſition they met with from the Philoſophers who ridi- 
yer Cul'd Chriſtianity as inconſiſtent with the Principles of 
the their Sophiltry ; yet that this Scheme of Religion ſnould 
by cvery where preyail through the Regions ot the World, 
and that ſome of every Quality and Station, of every Age 
and Language, ſhould comply there with: The Converts 
the from Judaiſm owning it was ſuitable to the Predictions 
be and Oracles granted to the Few? Church ; and thoſe 
am , Converted from Hearhenifia acknowledging that the more 
. a Man was a Philotopher, the more he would be. diſpoſed 
to be a Chriſtian; and to be the mare firmly eſtabliſhed in 
- by the Faith: alſo, conſidering the Hands by whom, and all 
the the other Circumſtances of its Propagation, that it ſhoxld 
we be offered unto the World by thoſe who betote our Saviour's 
- Returrection were in great Doubts anent his Religion's be- 
ing divine; or that he was ſuch a divine Perſon as he pre- 
tended to be; yet after ward that they ſhould be poſſcſſed 
of fo much Spirit and heroick Bravery as dare to propa- 
Late this Region to the World, and that to every Nati- 
on thereof, in the Language of the Natives; what eould 
krhis be owing unto, but to an extraordinary Influence of 
an the Spirit of God upon the Minds of Men? ; 
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and 20, Let us again but duty reflect upon theſe Heights 
heir Of Mort. fication to this World to which Chriſtians have 
All © armv'd, how they have deſpiſed the Honours, Profits and 
the Preferments of this World, when they came in Compe- 


5 tition with the Intereſf of Chriſtianity: How have they 
5 33 f 1 N | 71 1 
Aar'd the moſt crue! Torments to affright or terrify 
"1 them? How have they vanquiſhed th teſt Difficul- 
8D ties,” 


* 
i ( 4 ) 1 
ties, baffled and defeated the higheſt Miſeries their Na- 
ture could be expoſed to? And all of this (their Conduct) 
mult undoubtedly be interpret, of the Value they had tor 
their Religion: What hcroick Courage and Fortitude 
have they diſcovered in their Sufterings by Fire, by Fag- 
got, by Halter and Ax, as if they had felt no Pain but 
Pleaſure in their Sutterings ; many of thein even expiring: 
With a triumphant Song, O Death, where is thy Sting? U 
grave, where is thy Victory? The Sting of Death is Sin; 
ard the Strength of Sin is the Law. But thanks be to God, 


which giveth us the dy through our Lord Fejus Chriſt. 
10 


This could not proceed from any human Reſolution, nor 
from any natural Courage of Mind; in Men of ſo va- 
rious Tempers and different Conititutions ; nor could it 
8 from any private Intereſt they might expect in the 

orld, for they were juſt a leaving ot it; nor could 
Pride or Paſſion be the Principle from which tuey acted, 
for this Principle was found in the calmeſt and wiſeſt of 
Men, and who in their Sufferings gave the higheſt Evi- 
dence that they were poſſeſſed of the greateft Witdom 


aud Meckneſs, fo as ſufficiently has dittinguiſhed them 


from all Enthuſiafts before them, or in after Ages, who 
only ſuffered for their Humour and Fancy. Now, how 
Can this their Conduct be in any other way accounted tor, 
than by allowing that they were acted by a Power ſupe- 
rior to all that is human, even by no lets a Power than the 
// IMF EE 

_ Zdly, It it is not granted that the Holy Spirit of God 
hath an Operation on the Minds of Men; (I now ſup- 
poſe I am ſpeaking to thoſe who profeſs Chrittianity, and 
I am perſwaded this Argument may be of ſome Tenden- 
Cy to eſtabliſh us in the Faith;) What, I pray, ſhall we 
underſtand by theſe Expreſſions in the ſacred Writings, 
ſuch as, of being ſtrengthned with all Might in the inner 
Man; of walking by the Spirit; and of being led by 
rit: And here in the Text, of having the Holy Spirit to 
help our Infirmities: and when we knuw not what to pray 


for as we ouglit, tu injerceed for us, &c. 


But in fine, let me apply to the Experience of every 
good Man, nay bad Men themſelves being Judges, 1 


Could wiſh that in this Particular they would but N 


to their own Conte iences/ 
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them to all that is good? As if God had given a large and 


„„ 25 
As to thoſe that are " of Piety and Virtue, I would 
humbly crave of you to conſider what inward Joy; 
at leaſt Serenity and Quiet, you muſt undoubtedly feel 
in the doing of your Duty to God and your fellow Crea- 


tures? and what a Pleafure is it that reſults unto you, 
2 from a Conſcientioufneſs of your having done it? I do 


own, that the promiſed Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit is 
not equally and in every Degree granted to every Chri- 


ſtian, nor is it equally difcoverable by all Chriſtians; yer 
it is ſo much known by every one that are really Chriſti- 
ans, that they have ſufficient Reaſon to fay, The Spirit 


helps their Infirmities. | "SS 
ay, even the worſt of Men muſt of Neceſſity ac- 


3 knowledge, if they can at any time act in a Conſiſtency 
with themſelves, that the Spirit of God hath an Influence 


on the Minds of Men, if they but ſeriouſly reflect on their 


_ own Experience, their Conduct and Behaviour. Now, 


where is the Man, that upon Perpetration of any baſe or 


f wicked Action, until he had arrived to an Habit thereof, 


but who had fevere Laſhes and terrible Recoilings of 
Conſcience? And even the very ſame Perſon, who per- 


.. haps is more capable of ſpying Faults in another than in 
Hhimſelf, cannot behold his Neighbours att brutiſnly, bar- 
baroufly and inhumanely, but will ſay, that he is poſſeſſed 
of an evil Spirit, that he hath a Devil; and is mad: But 


how abſurd is it to grant, that evil Spirits may make ſuch 
Impreſſions on our Bodies fo as to convey evil and wic- 
ked Suggeſtions to our Nlinds, and yet not allow that 


the Holy Spirit of God may have Acceſs to the Souls of 


Men ; and can afford them ſuch Thoughts as animate 


=. extenſive Commiſſion and Power to the Devil and evil 


F 
£08 
* 


Spirits to do Men miſchief; but no Commiſſion to his 
Holy Spirit, nor Power to his heavenly Angels to protect 
and preſerve us from Evil, and to aſſiſt and encourage us 
co all holy Obedience. The Scribes and Phariſees; with 

+ reſpect to Chriſtianity; were great Infidels; yet allowed 
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poſtle's Argument in the Text, I now come to take a 
particular View of theſe Weakueſſes and Infirmities the 


26 ) ' | 


viour with caſting out Devils by the Power of B eclzebab 
the Prince of the Devils. 


But to confine our Thoughts more cloſely to the A- 


Chriſtian is liable unto in performing the Duty of Prayer, 
that from thence it May appear what that ſpecial Aſſiſt- 
ance is Which is aftorded him by the Holy Spirit there- 
in. 0 
And though with the inſpred Author we may well 
ſay, that we know not the Hay of the Spirit, nor how the 
Bones do grow gu the Womb of ber that is with Child, nor 
the Work of God who maketh all Things; far lets can we 
know the Way and Manner how He works upon the 
Minds and Spirits of Men; ſo that we may well al ſo ex- 
preſs our ſelves with the Plalmilt in another Cafe, Such 
Knowledge is too wonderful for us, it is high, We cannot . 
artain unto it; yet this much by Experience and the reveal- 
ed Will of God we may know of our ſelves, and of that 
Aid which the Holy Spirit of God is pleaſed to afford the 
good and honelt Chriſtian. And 
1/t, That by Nature we are tint), vile and guilty Crea- | 
tures, and on that account miſerable, and liable to a Mi- 
icry that is beyond our Imaginat on: Nay, What is (till | f 
worle, Man conſidered in an unregenerated State and 
Condition without the Influence of the Spirit of God, can | 
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have no feeling of the tad Diſtemper under which he la- 
bours, and therefore can think of no Cure; now in theſe 
Circumtlances it is, that the Spirit of God graciouſly 
aondeſcends to perſuade us of the evil Nature of Sin, and 
the diſmal Conſequences that flow from it, that nothing 
lets than eternal and ncver ending Miſeries is the Pro- % 
duce. thereot, and by his Grace ronfes and awakens the 
Soul from this State of Inſenſibility, this ſtupid and be- 
numming Lethargy and Guilt, and makes the Man pray 
unto God, and tay with the Pablican, Lord have mercy 
on me a Sauer. | | | 9 
2dly, By Nature we are ignorant of theſe Things that 
are moſt beneficial, uſcful and adyantageous unto us; 
ignorant of what we ought to pray for; ignorant of the 
Way and Manner how God would have us make our 
1 2 | | Addreſſes 


1 5 27 | „„ 
„ Addreſſes to him. Hence Men in all Ages have ever 
looked for a divine Revelation to direct them in this, as 
well as in the other Parts of their Duty; and every wiſe 
Man, every conſidering Chriſtian, will acknowledge, 
eſpecially with reſpect to his temporal Concerns, that he 
cannot well chuſe his Circumſtances for himſelf, nor 
knows what T'ime is the moſt convenient for God to 
bleſs him with what he would deſire, and therefore refers 
both to the divine Counſel and Will; and we are no leſs 
ignorant of our ſpiritual Maladies, and the Indiſpoſitions 
of our Souls. Men are ſaid to be Strangers to themſelves, 
by not knowing their good Qualities and their weak Side, 
what Paſſions are more prevalent, what Paſſions they 
have the Command of; but we no leſs do diſcover an 
Ignorance of our ſelves and of our Maker, when we ask 
theſe Things of him, and that in a very importunate Man- 
ner, which are not proper to be granted us; and that the 
Chriſtian is liable to ſuch a Weakneſs, is evident from 
the Example of good Men under both Diſpenſations of 23 
he divine Revelation. ; ES 
Abraham prays for the People of Sodom with the great: 
a- , cit Fervency, but his Petitions received no fayourable 


li- Anſwer, becauſe God ſaw that City univerſally wicked 
til! and ripe for Deſtru&tion ; which Abraham could not 
nd know. Again, That we know not what to pray for, &c. 


la- pray, that the one of them might ſit upon the right Hand 
cle | and the other upon the left Hand of Chriſt in his glorified 
fly State: Chriſt replies, Je know not what ye ant: - it ſhall 
nd be given to them for whom it is prepared. And our Apoſtle, 
When he prays for a profperous Journey to Rome, not- 
withſtanding the Goodneſs of his Deſign even to propa- 
gate and eſtabliſh Chriſtians in the Faith of the Goſpel, and 


% 
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be- to be comforted in being Witneſs of their ſteady Adhe- 


dan 1 the Sons of Zebedee do ſufficiently witneſs ; for they 


ray rence unto it under the bloody T ragedies that were ated 
rey on them by their Enemies: Notwithſtanding, I ſay, his 
 =Fpood Deſign and ſtrong Inclination to viſit them, (for his 
hat Words are more than bare Compliment) notwithſtanding ' 


; that he heartily prayed to God on this account; yet his 


us; 8 | 
the Prayers are not at this Time heard, becauſe this was not 


the Seaſon God thought fit for bringing about theſe = 


"08 3 

Ends. And again, when our Apoſtle prays in a moſt fer- 
vent Manner for a Removal of the Thorn in his Fleſh, 
he does not receive the Return of his Petition; for God 
deſigned by this Trouble he was then under to promote 
in him Lowlineſs of Mind, Meckneſs and Humility, 
Reſignation of Soul to his holy Will and Pleaſure, and 
that whatſoever ſtate he ſhould be in, therewith to be cou- 
tent. And this may be afforded as one Reaſon in the ge- 
neral, why God retuſes, or at leaſt delays many times to 
hear the Prayers of good and pious Men; not to afford 
them theſe very Things they ask, or not to grant them at 
the Time when they ask them, becaute he beſt: knows 
What is fit and proper for them, and when to beſtow it. 


Thus as a kind and tender-hearted Parent, who will not | 


give his Child Poiſon inſtead of Confections, let the Child 


be never ſo much taken and enamour'd with the Poiſon, 


becauſe of its Beauty, Flavour or Swectneſs; but gives 


thoſe Things that are ſuitable and- nouriſhing : So our 
heavenly Father many times with-holds Health, Riches, 


Honours and temporary Pleaſures from his Children, 
When he ſees that theſe Things would prove noxious un- 
to them; but then affords them better Things in their 
ttead, infinitely preterable unto theſe : For theſe are nei- 
ther good or evil, ſimply conſidered in themſelves, but as 
they regard us, and the Uſe we make of them. Now, 


frequently Troubles and Diſtreſſes, Severity and Op- 


preſſions, in our preſent State of Trial and Probation, 
are better for us than Proſperity; without theſe where 
would there be any Trial of our Patience and Forbear- 
ance, our Contentment and Reſignation to the divine 
Will? It is no great wonder a Child love his Parent at 
that Time he is dandled and careſſed by him, but to kits 
the Hand when the Rod is over him, and to love him for 
his fatherly Chaſtiſements, is the higheſt Argument of his 


ſincere and unaffected Submiſſion. . We are not indeed 


to pray for Afflictions, but much leſs to murmur while 
under them; and not only is the Man in an unregenerate 
tate, but even the Bel iever many times at a loſs how to 


have in the ſeveral Circumſtances that God in his Pro- 


yidence allots him. 


But at theſe Seaſons the Holy Spirit of God enlightens 1 
> 8 8 i NN 18 * 


* 
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his Underſtanding, al ”. M. that Darkneſs that did 
becloud it, ſhows him the exceeding Evil of Sin and its 
direful Effects, repreſents to him the Beauty and Excel- 
lency of Holineſs, makes him take the Force of rational 
Arguments afforded him in the ſacred Writings, repre- 
ſents Jeſus to him as the alone Saviour, and no Salvation 


; any other, and that by the Sacrifice of himſelf he is 


ſufficiently able 10 ſave to the uttermaſt all that come unto 
God by him; that he is willing to accept of penitent Of- 
fenders, and that as he hath* undertaken to be their Sa- 
viour, ſo he is faithful to his Promiſe, and cannot difap- 


(i point the Expectation of thoſe who on ſolid Grounds 


confide in him, This enables the Chriſtian to every part 
of his Duty, eſpecially zo pray zo God with Knowledge 
aud Underſtanding, Thus the Holy Spirit of God dire&s 
the Chriſtian to ask theſe Things of God he would have 


us to ask, to pray with a due Senſe of the divine Preſence 
and ſhows us on what Grounds it is we ſhall be heard 


and accepted of God. 
3aly, By. Nature our Wills are obſtinate and ſtubborn, 


| averſe to our Puty and to all that is ſpiritually good; our 


Afﬀections are ſtak'd down to the Pleaſures, the mean 
and low Deſigns of a preſent Life: The Holy Spirit of 
God conquers this Obſtinacy of our Wills, moves and 
raiſes our Deſires towards ſpiritual, heavenly and divine 
Objects, gives us new Inclinations and Diſpodtivns, 
which in Scripture Phrale is ſtiled he renewing of ws in 


Ehe inward Man, by giving a new Heart, &c. and theſe, 
be does, not by forcing our Natures, or by ruining our 


Faculties; for theſe, as to their Eſſence, are the ſame be- 


fore as after we are regenerate : Nor docs the Holy Spirit 
> dcprive us of any natural Liberty of Thought; for that 


we are free Agents, is ſuppoſed in zhe Spirit's helping our 


Infirmities in the performing of Duties, and that we are 
not 1o paſſive as Stocks or. as Stones: For theſe Duties 
that are required of us from God, cannot be performed 
without us; for in the performing of them, we are not 
idle and do nothing, but are weak, nay unable to do our 


Duty ſo as be accepted of God, without the ſpecial Con- 
courſe of the Divine Spirit; and there is no Argument in 
the Goſpel but ever ſuppoſes we act freely: And the Spi- 
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rit of God offers us . * Arguments that are the 
moſt powerful and ſtrong, rational and moving, that they 
never miſs to have Influence upon us, or ot prevailing 
with us. In ſhort, as the Holy Spirit of God is the Au- 
thor of every good and perfect Gift, of every extraordina- 
ry or natural Endowment, and allo of divine Grace, nay 
even of all theſe common and tranſient Inclinations that 
bad Men have to that which is good; ſo his permanent 
Influences and Conduct is alone beſtowed on the honeſt, 
ſincere and obedient Chriſtian, and that is the very Cauſe 
of his Obedience. From the Holy Spirit then he is gra- 
ciouſly inclined and diſpoſed to his Duty; by him he is 
prepared and qualified tor it ; from him he not ouly hath 
a Senſe of his Wants, but glorious Views ct the divine 
Perfections, which makes his Duty pleating and enter- 
taining unto him; not like the fanciful and imaginary 
Deluſions of the Enthuſiaſt, but his Pleaſure is rational 
and ſolid, real and ſubſtantial. . By the Spirit's Aid he 
prays from a right Principle; a Principle of Faith, (which 
(Open? the Promiſes, in oppoſition to Diſtruſt) from a 


rinciple of Affiance, Truſt and humble Dependence og 


God and on his Promiſes, with right Views and Ends, 
right Aims and Deſigns, with an Eye to the Glory of 
God, the Good and Happineſs of his preciqus aud im- 
mortal Soul. He prays in a right Manner, with the great- 
eſt Reverence and Humility, contidering himſelf as in 
Preſence of his Maker, knowing that he proud are abn- 
minable in his Sight : And being ſenſible that he is too vile 
to make an immediate Addreſs to God, he therefore ſees 
it neceſſary to apply to Him at the Throne of his Grace, 
by Him who is the alone Mediator betwixt God and 
Man. He prays for temporal Favours, not in that abſo- 
lute Way and Manner that he prays tor ſpiritual ; but 


when he deſires ſpiritual Things, he does it with the 


greateſt Fervency And Importunity, knowing that a cold 
lukewarm Petition is next to none, manifeſting our Indif- 


ferency of obtaining thoſe Things we petition tor. In 


ſhort, the Holy Spirit enables us always to pray, and not 
zo faint ; giving unto the Chriſtian his Grace to awaken 
him when he ſlumbers; to ſtrengthen him when he tires, 
faints or deſponds ; to exalt and enliven him w_ he 
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fags or grovels in performing of his Duty, and alfo af- 


Ee 

y fords him Delight in it: So that the Chriſtian does not re- 
2 nounce but change his Pleaſure, the Impure for the Pure, 
= the Vicious for the Virtuous, Falſhood for Truth, and 
- © tading Joys for immortal Honours. 1 4 
Ius having, I hope, in ſome meaſure opened the Na- 
ijt ture and Neceſſity of Prayer, and given tome Account 
it of that Aſſiſtance which the Holy Spirit of God affords 
t, the Chriſtian in the Performance thereof; it /a/#ly remains 
e that we conſider what uſeful and wife Improvement we 
- | ought to make of this fo peculiar a Doctrine of our holy 
s Religion: And in order thereto, I ſhall, I/, offer ſome. 


h few Remarks from what has been diſcourſed; and 24ly, 


le - addreſs my ſelf ta ſeveral ſorts of Perſons among us, zhe 
r- * Infidel, the negligent and careleſs Sinner, the Hypocrite, 
y aud the ſincere and honeſt Chriſtian. | 1 
1 I return to the Firſt of theſe, viz. To offer ſome few 
ce | Remarks from what hath been diſcourſed. And 

(h If the Holy Spirit Helps the Infirmities of the good 


A Man, and pious Chriſtian ; thence we may infer, that 
8 though every Man in this State of Trial and Provation 
hath his Foibles and Weakneſles, yet this can be no ſha- 


* _ dow of Excuſe to that Perſon who is habitually profane 
and wicked, (neglective of his Duty to God, cruel and 
t= unmerciful to his fellow Creatures) through fixed Coun- 
n fel and Deliberation, as if becaxſe the Grace of God abound- 
„ea, therefore Sin ſhould much more abrand. | 

e If the Spirit of God helps us to pray when we kno 


'5 not what to pray for, then we may caſily underſtand 


e, - What is meant by that which is called the Grace of Prayer, 

d .. eamely, That it is not any particular Grace of itſelf, but 
an Excrciſe of all theſe Graces in this Duty, of which 

it the Spirit of God is the Author; and though by ſome is 

je _ mocked at and ridiculcd, under the Deſignation of pray- 

d iu by the Spirit, yet it is of great Comfort and Satifa di. 
fon to the real and ſincere Chriſtian, when, from his Ex- 

nm perience, he can ſay, That divers Graces are afforded him 
2» © to ſubdue his uneaſy Paſſions and Appetites, and to enable 

n | big to the performing of every Duty, particularly that of 

8 Frayer. . 5 ä | 5 
«- = if the Spirit of God gives Aſſiſtance unto the Chriſtian, 

8 VVV | | enabling 
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enabling him to pray when he knows not what to pray 
for; then it neceſſarily follows he ſtands not in need of 
Maſs-books and Liturgies, eſpecially of thoſe in a Lan- 
guage of which he is ignorant: Tho? withall, by the by, 

am not to be ſo underſtood, as if I apprehended zhat all 
Prayers of human Compoſure were trivial and 1 nſrgnificant ; 
no, theſe are and have been of great Uſe and Service to 
Chriſtians, when agreeable to the facred Oracles, and it 
is undoubtedly better to pray by ſuch an Aſſiſtance than 
pray none at all; yet it is ſtill preferable to have the Aid 
of the Spirit of God to the performing of this and every 
other Duty. | . 

If the Spirit of God graciouſly condeſcends to help our 
Infirmities; from thence we are inſtructed what our Be- 
haviour ſhould be towards one another, 218. to delight 
and rejoyce at the temporal and ſpiritual Happineſs of 
our fellow Brethren, and to grieve at their Weaknefles | 
and Eſcapes, to imitate the Holy Spirit in being their kind 
Aſſiſtant to all that is good, to awaken them when lulled 
aſleep in Sin, and to comfort them under a Senſe and 
Feeling of their Sorrows, never to aggravate their Infir- 
mities and repreſent them worſe than they are, but to re- 
ceive them in the Spirit of Meekneſs, which the Goſpel 
requires; Thus, Charity will cover a Multitude f Sins. 

I come now, 24ly, to make my Addreſs to feveral 
forts of Perſons among us: And | 

1/7, To the Infidel, who would be thought to disbe- 
lieve all Keligian, who lampoons and ridicules the Du- 
ties it engages us unto; and among others, this of 
Prayer. | es 
I would with all Earneſtneſs entreat you of this Tem- 
per to conſider, that Prayer is a Duty not only incum- 
dent upon Men by Chriſtianity, but even by all Religi- 

ons whatſoever, and there is no _— Chriſtianity 

excepted, which inſtructs us the Way how Prayer will 
be acceptable to the ſupreme Being. Nay, by the very 
Reaſon of Things, (to which Rule you frequently, tho? 
to no good Purpoſe, appeal) this is a Duty you are en 
gaged to the Performance of; for even Socrates, your 
great Oracle, affords you an Example, who not only 
prayed, but in whoſe Lip there was no Prayer more _—_ 
5. 2 { quen ö 


quent than, Grant me, { God, to be inwardly pure, ſincere 
and honeſt: As it he had borrowed the Expreſſion from 
that Royal Prince who ſupplicated his Maker, That He 
would create in him a clean Heart, and renew a right Spi- 
rii within him. I would beſeech you then to view 
Prayer as incumbent upon you by the Principles of Phi- 
loſophy, if Chriſtianity hath no Influence upon you, to 
the Practice thereof: Many of you pretend to be Gentle- 
men, Men of Education, and Men of Honour; but do 
you not forfeit all Title to Honour, by affronting of 
your Governor and all- powerful Sovereign, not only in 
neglecting to pay your Acknowledgments unto him, but 
frequently profaning his facred Name by horrid Oaths 
and Blaſphemies, craving Him to damn you, as if you 
thought He too too long neglected to do fo kind an Of- 
fice tor you? This Behaviour of ridiculing, what is by 
' Others accounted ſacred, eſpecially the uſing the Name 
of God irreverently, is by no means from any Greatneſs 
= of Mind, nor from Bravery of Spirit, but is an Argu- 
nd ment of the greateſt Cowardice and Meannefs of Soul; 
ir- for this Conduct proceeds from your Ignorance of God, 
of your Duty, and of your ſelves: And tho* ſozze may 
\ Hatter yoz with the Epithets of Centlemen of great Learn- 
ug, of fine Taſte, and of the Sublime; yet (to every think- 
ing Perſon) it affords a ſhrewd Gueſs of that Gentleman's 
low Wit and ſcanty Learning who thus compliments 


f 


be- you. I am apt to thiuk it is a greater Favour done you, 
u- / Hhhumbly to entreat you, by proper Arguments, to comply 
of with your Duty; in particular, to try the Experiment of 
Prayer, and fee, if by the divine Favour, it may have 
n- { ſuch a bleſſed Effect upon you, as engage you to quit 
n- AF with your idle Fancics and il-grounded Conceits; and 
gi- do live more manly, more like reaſonable Creatures, and 


ity more Godlike; and let it never be your faying any longs 
ll ger, hat is the Almighty that we ſhould obey him? And 
Ty MR what Profit is there in praying unto him: But I thalt inſiſt 
10* vo further on this Argument, conſidering that few of this 
en Character do frequently attend divine Service; but ra- 
zur ther, | . Net” | 
nly In the 24 Place, offer ſome Thoughts concernimg this 
te- {Duty unto the careleſs negligent Perfon; who hath not” 
ent | | « * : arrived 
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arrived to that Height ot Wickedneſs as attempt to /t in 
tbe Chair of the Scorner, but yet is ſlothful and uncon- 
_ about his Duties, particularly of Prayer unto 
God. | - 

And with what Words ſhall 1 entreat you to comply 
with this Duty? Conlider what great Benefit and Advan- 
tage, Pleaſure and Satisfaction ariſes unto the ſincere 
Supplicant, from his being employed therein; or reflect 
on theſe Denunciations ot Wrath revealed from Heaven 
againſt thoſe of ſuch a flothtul and idle Temper ; Curſed 
be he (ſays the Prophet) that doth the Hork of the Lord ne- 
gligently. And again, Iwill pour out (faith the Lord) 
may Fury upon the Heathen and the Families that call not on 
my Name. I do not incline to make an Application of 
this to any particular Perſon or Family in this Auditory, 
knowing that preaching f the Goſpel was never deſign- 
ed 10 irritate, but to mſtrudt Men in their Duty, and to 


excite them to the Practice of it. Conſider then what an 


unreaſonable Thing it muſt undoubtedly be for you who 
are Maſters of Families to demand Submiſſion and Re- 

ſpect from your Interiors, your Children and Servants, 
when you at the ſame time neglect paying Gratitude and 
Homage unto your Almighty Sovereign, in that Capaci- 
ty you ſtand in to your Family. It is no great Wonder 
you frequently meet with Ditgrace from your Interiors, 
when you thus point them the Example of their Con- 
duct: Hh:le by applying to facred Devotion with your 
Families (as well as unto ſecret and more publick Wor- 
ſhip) you create in their Minds Love, Reſpect and E- 
ſteem for you; nay the Obedience they give you while 
yon are negligent of your Duty to God, s rather from a 
flaviſh Dread and Fear than from any Affection they bear 
to your Perſon and Intereſt: Remember alſo, your Pro- 
geny are living Injtances of your good or bad Behaviour 
to your God or your Felow Creatures, and many times 
ſurvive you, either in the Practice of your Virtues or of 


your Vices; which ſhould be a powerful Arguments to 
influence you to the Practice of theſe Duties by which iF_ 
you could wiſh them to receive any temporal Favour or 

1piritual Happineſs : And ſuffer me to add, that it is in 


vain to talk of the Reformation of civil or ſacred Socie- 
PT. | | ties 
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ties, the Reformation of Guides and Governors, while 
Perſonal and Family Reformation is ſtill poſtponed, if 
not laid aſide, | 
But I come now in the Third Place to diſcourſe a little 

unto the hypocritical Profeſſor, who makes a Trade and 
Buſineſs ot going a Round of Duties, but is little con- 
cerned to have the honeſt inward Temper and Life of 
the Chriſtian. | 

And in the 1/ Place, I would have ſ#ch conſider, that 
though Prayer be a Duty highly incumbent on us as Men 
and as Chriſtians, yet we are not to ſet about it from baſe 
Ends and ſiniſtrous Deſigns : Let Prayer be the Work of 
your Heart, aud not the bare Labour of your Lips; ſtudy 
with Hannah rather to have the Heart and Afﬀections en- 
gaged therein, than a confuſed Noiſe, loud Clamour and 
doleful Accents, otherwiſc, inſtead of honouring your Sa- 


viour you only give him the Scoff and the Ridicule, like 


thoſe inſolent Miſcreants who bended the Knee before 
him and mocked him, ſaying, Hail King of the Fews. 
But be ye not deceived, God is not mocked; for what a Man 


|  ſoweth, that fhall he alſo reap. It is eaſy to practiſe on 


our Fellow Creatures, but impoſſible to impoſe upon 
him who is poſſeſſed of infinite Knowledge; therefore 
pray not out of Oſtentation, to be ſeen or heard of Men; 
Deceucy is to be obſerved in every Duty. Our Saviour 
therefore, when he reproved the Phariſees for their Vain- 
glory in Prayer, at the fame time commanded his Difſ- 
Ciples aut to go to the high Ways (and I add with an high 

Noiſe) to that ſacred Service, as if they were to be heard 


= for their long ſpeaking and their inarticulate Sounds, 


24ly, Be careful you never apprehend Prayer to be the 
All of your Duty; for there are ſome Devils not to be 
caſt out without Repentance, Faſting and Alms-giving 
as well as Prayer. Hence the Ninevites repented as well 
as prayed ; Daniel taſted as well as prayed ; Cornelius 
gave Alms as well as prayed, That Man who hath his 


a | Kelipion only in his Prayers, hath no Religion at all, His 


Lite muſt either in a great meaſure be ſuitable to his 
Prayers, elſe he is ſo much the more wicked to pretend 
to be religious tor an Hour, and be a Slave to the Devil, 
his own Luſts and Paſſions, all the Day long: Therefore 
3 | E 2 ” never 
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never pray with a Deſign to 


36 

purſue Vice with the preater 
Decency, and your Immoralities and wicked Lewdneſ- 
ſes with the better Grace ; let never Prayer be uſed by 
YOU as à Screen to Covktouſneſs and worldly Minded- 
neſs, nor to Acts of Guile, Treachery and Diſſimulati- 
on: For your refin'd Sentiments, orthodox Creeds and 
ſound Principles, together with your Pretence to a pray- 
ing Diſpoſition, and your Zeal for a good Cauſe, even a 
Zeal, perhaps f Goa, but if not according to Knowledge, 
will never qualify you tor Happineſs, (or be an Evidence 
of your being in the Favour of God) without a pure 
Heart and righteous Life: For it is 207 every one that 
faith to Chriſt, (When he cometh to judge the World) 
Lord, Lord, that ſhall enter into the Kingaum of Heaven ; 
but he that doth the Hiil of his Father which is in Heaven : 
And yet there ever has, to the Surprize of all good and 
wiſe Men, exiſted a Generation wha has been pure in its 
ewn Eyes, and who with its Mouth deſtraveth its Neigh- 
bour, ſo is not cleanfed from its Iniquity ; Ho has a 
Form of Godlinejs, but deuies the Power of it: Who can 
pretend, attcr they have effected their Deſigus by the ba- 
{eſt of Means, that zhey are all the Effects of Prayer; 
then trump it up to the World, 1: is the Lord's Boing, 


(we are aſſured thereof by Viſions and Revelations) and it 
ſhould be wonder fai in gur Eves. Such a Set of Men there 


were in the Days of our Saviqur, who through a Pretence 
to long and loud Prayers, devaxred Widows I wſes ; and 
I heartily wiſh as great Villames under the ſame Mask 
had never ſince been perpetrated and withall itiled zhe 


bleſſed Fruits and happy Effects of Prayer. Tis taken no- 


tice of by the Roma Satyrilt,that nigh to the declining ſtate 
of that Empire, a Pretence to Goodnets was the ordinary 


Cloak for committing the moſt horrid and execrable 


Wickedneſs. | 


— 


— — — O palchra Laverna, 
Da mihi fallere, da jaſto ſanctoque videri: 
Noctem peccat is, & Fraudibus vbjice nubem. 


Nay, a modern Hiſtorian obſerves, That the wild Inha- 
&:tants of a neighbouring Ifland when they go to rob, 
"8 „ 1 Te. ſays 


1 
ſays he, they pour out their Prayers to God, that he may 
put into their Hands a rich Spoil or Booty; if they have 
Succeſs therein, they ſuppoſe the Prey to be from God 
as his Gift to them, and after their Succeſs return 
Thanks to God; nor are they perſwaded that Violence, 
Oppretlion, Felony, or Murder, diſpleaſeth God; for 
he would not, ſay they, afford us an Opportunity, if theſe 
Things were ſinful ; Nay, it would be a Sin in us not todo 


theſe Things, when we have the favourable Opportunity 


offcred us to the bringing of them about, Thence you 
ſee how eaſy it is for the Hypocrite to declaim for Peace, 
while the ill Nature of the Multitude and Rabble againſt 
thoſe of the opponent Party is wiſh'd for, and frequently 
obtain'd by him: Thus Offences come, but wo, wo, will 
be to thoſe by whoma the Offence cometh. 

Thus a eee, unto, and Zeal for Religion without 


; Knowledge, has been the greateſt Shadew and Pretext 
h under which the higheſt Villanies have been brought a- 


bout. Have there not deen moe Murders and Maſſacres, 


more Bloodſbed and O 7. an, Treacheries and Cruelties, 
pier petrated, under the 

_ could be committed by the openly profane? For if it is 
not ii their Power to make Havock of their fellow Crea- 
turcs by Fire and Sword, yet how will they perſecute 


ame of Leal for Religion, than ever 


their Character, and eſteem themſelves righteous, holy 


and good, in being thus zealons againſt one of another 
Way of thinking? Alas! The tender Mercies of the wicked 
” arecruel. Believe them not, O my Soul, though they ſpeak 
air unto thee, Deliver me, O Lord, from the nll | 
© preſerve me from theſe vivlent Men ; for they have ſharpened 
+ their Tougues like a Serpent, Adders Poiſon is under their 
Lie. Keep us, O Lord, preſerve us from this Generation 
r ever. O my Soul enter not thou iuto their Secret: For 
bo hotrid is it to think of theſe Things that are thought 
i of and done by them in their Secret? In ſhort, I ſhall 
X conclude my Diſcourſe to thoſe of this Character with 
the Words of God to Cain after he had flain his Brother 
Abel, I thou dſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? And if 
von doſe not well, Sin lieth at thy Door. 1 
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But it now, laſtly, remains that I offer a Reflection or 
two from what has been diſcourſed unto thoſe who are 
ſincere and honeſt Chriſtians. 
And in the 1/7 Place, I would have you but reflect up- 
on the great Pleaſure, Honour and Advantage that from 
your Experience you have met with, in this Duty: Have 
you not in all C:rcamſtances found a certain ſccret Joy 
and Happinefs reſulting from your being ſo employed? 
In Proſperity has not Prayer been a Mean to keep you in 
a humble Temper and Diſpoſition, ſo as not to be ſuper- 
buous, nor oppreſſive unto your Interiors? Have you not 
therein received worthy Notions of God, true Views of 
your ſelves and of this preſent. World? 

In Adverſity, how pleafant has it been many times un- 
to you, that ever you could have the Honour and Digni- 
ty conferred upon you, thus to converſe with God, in 
and through a Mediator, and thereby expericnce the great 
Benefit of your Afflictions? Then, when Poverty and 
Want aſſail'd you, when your deareſt Relatives and 
kindeſt Friends, by the inexorable Neceſſity of dying, 
were ſnatched from you; ven thoſe whom you highly 
eſteemed and valued, and whom you apprehended by 
their Pretenſions of Kindneſs unto you, that they were 
your Friends, yet notwithſtanding they prov'd proud, trea- 
cherous, baſe and perfidious ; whez outward Diſtreſſes, 
Pains and Sickneſs attacked your Body, and inward *; 
Terrors laid hold of you: Has not, in all theſ: Cates, 
Reading, Meditation and Prayer afforded you Lich a Re- 
lief as the World could not give you, ſuch a Pi aſure as 
the World could not take from you? So that yo!: could 
ſay, (when you thus found the Power of Divine Grace Wl 
quelling every baſe Appetite and unruly Paſſion in you) 
that out of H/eakneſs jou were made ſtrong, waxed valiant * 
5 fight, aud turned to flight the Armies of your Enemies, 

ut 1 

2dly, Confider, that ſeeing you have been bleſſed with 3 
the ſacred Influences of the Spirit of God in Prayer, you (& 
ſhould therefore be cautious not 2% grieve the Spirit of \ 
God, or quench his Motious: For though you allow that 
the Spirit of God is finally irreſiſtible in his Operations, i 
yet the beſt of Friends are the molt ſevere in their Reſent- 
mente 
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ment of hard and unkind U age; and if we ſhould prove 
negligent and ſupine in our Duties, his withdrawing of 
the Exerciſe of his Grace, will leave us in a dark and 
gloomy Condition. Hence David humbly ſupplicates 
God with an, 0 forſake me not utterly, Caſt me not as 
way from thy Preſence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from 
me. Reſtore unto me the Joy of thy l and uphold 
me with thy free Spirit. f 

Zaly, Let us all be exhorted not only to attempt, but 
earneſtly to perſevere in the Practice of this Duty of 
Prayer unto God. x 


And may thon, 0 moſt mercifal Father, Author of Na- 
ture and Grace, give unty us the Aid and Aſſiſtance 
of thy Holy Spirit therein : May we be enabled by 
thy gracious Influences to be ever watchful in Prayer 
aud every other Duty, knowing that the Day of 
the Lord ſo cometh as a Thief in the Night: 
And may tho, O God of Peace, that brought a- 
gain from the Dead our Lord Jeſus, that great 
Shepherd of the Sheep, through the Blood of the 
cverlaſting Covenant, wake us perfect in every 
good Work to do thy Will, working in us that 
which is well pleaſing in thy Sight, through Jeſus 
Wann, to whom be glory tor ever and ever. 

men, 
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